Perth North News
Easter Edition 2021
the Empty Tomb

the Cross

c

Holy Week Services-28th March to 4th April
It is to be regretted that we will not be able to hold services in the church during Holy
Week. We know that these services in the past have been greatly appreciated not only by
members of the North Church but for many of our friends from other congregations. Last
year we put a short talk on the website and the plans would be to provide a daily reflection
using the vlog model which was so helpful for Advent. We are aware that this use of the
website will exclude those who do not have access to the Internet, but we hope people
understand.
At Advent we were able to use the church railings to display a Christmas message to the city
and there is the possibility that we could do something similar this Easter.
We do however look forward to the opportunity to restart in person worship services as
soon as it is permissible, and we have carried out all the necessary risk assessments. At this
stage we are unable to give dates. As in the past we will do everything we can to give notice
of the dates for reopening and the way by which people can register to attend.

God calls us all
To know Christ and make him known
Within our congregation
In our parish
Throughout our city
And beyond
By

Worshipping God
Building faith
Spreading the Good News
Serving in Christ's Name
Bringing help and healing and hope

That

God may be glorified
Christ's Kingdom advanced,
and lives changed.
“Go... and make disciples”
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One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one
visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have
happened there in these days?” “What things?” he asked.
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a
prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the
people. The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be
sentenced to death, and they crucified him; but we had hoped
that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is
more, it is the third day since all this took place. (Luke 24:18-21)

Dear friends,
It does not seem that long ago since we were preparing for and celebrating Christmas and
now we are approaching Easter. I don’t know about you but we found Christmas really
tough for we had been so looking forward to having all our family together, but it was not
to be. I can still remember the Saturday evening as we listened to the news and realised
that our daughter would not be traveling up from London and we would not be having the
usual Christmas day experience. I have no doubt that many of you reading this will have
had similar experiences. Perhaps the memory of being so let down has made me more
cautious about looking too far ahead. I would rather be pleasantly surprised than having
hopes dashed.
We give thanks for the vaccine programme and the sense that we are moving out of this
difficult period of history, but we know that it will take time to recover- financially, socially,
emotionally and spiritually.
When we come to the Easter story, we are very familiar with the plot and the characters.
We know how it ends and that can reduce the impact but I was thinking about the various
emotions of the last few months I do wonder if some of us may have a deeper
understanding of the “highs and the lows”? Perhaps even without COVID you have
memories of times when you had hoped for and expected something lovely and wonderful
only for it to be dashed or for you to feel let down. Did you have unrealistic expectations or
were you the victim of circumstances or the behaviour of others?
As we follow the journey of Jesus, we know that many gave up on Him for His ways and
words were too challenging or confusing. But even in His final days there were still people
hanging on His words and promising to stay loyal. They believed that despite the growing
opposition He would not fail in His mission but as they saw Him lifted up on to the Cross, as
they heard that final breath, as they gasped as solders pierced his side so their hopes and
dreams were broken.
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Our text from Luke describes the devastation that lingered long after He was taken down
from the cross. Luke tells of two people walking away from Jerusalem. They have heard
rumours that somehow Jesus was alive, but it did not lessen their despair – “…. BUT WE
HAD HOPED ...”. Do you hear that? Feel that?
It is tempting to just bypass the despair and focus on the truth that actually Jesus had not
failed and that He was alive. The two people will come to know that in the mystery of Jesus
revealing Himself but for a moment lets acknowledge that we can often pass through times
of disappointment and it is ok to share something of that pain- it may be hard to put into
words but you know that there have been times of sadness. Blanking it out will not actually
make it go away. Faith in God is no guarantee of a pain free life but the reality of the Cross
is that God is with us in the darkest of times. I wonder if we sometimes think that to admit
pain is to somehow appear to be a weak Christian. In these difficult times find ways of
telling God about those moments – speak to Him, write them down.
Yet we do not end there for Jesus is alive- we are a people of hope for we know that the
tomb was empty and Jesus has conquered death and darkness. He has won! That might
sound too triumphalistic but it is true! His win lets that truth shape our outlook. It is not a
call to be naive or insensitive but we face the future, however it pans out, with hope. God is
with us and working His purposes out.
I am so looking forward to the day when we will sing together the following words – and as
it is true we do not have to wait for one Sunday a year to declare it:
“No more we doubt Thee, Glorious Prince of life,
Life is naught without thee, Aid us in our strife.
Make us more than conquerors, through Thy deathless love,
bring us safe through Jordan, to Thy home above”.
Let’s start rehearsing now!
In hope and expectations,
Kenny
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This is an abbreviated version of the tribute paid to Athole Laing at the Kirk Session
meeting on the 23rd February
Athole Laing died in Ninewells hospital on the 17th January aged 81. Athole had served for many
years on the Kirk Session of Perth North and we thank God for his faith and witness.
We were aware that Athole’s health had not been great over the last few months but such was his
personality that we probably did not appreciate how ill and sore he had been and for how long.
Athole was born in St. Andrews and attended Glenalmond School. From school he followed a path
into the military and spent time at Sandhurst. For 13 years he was active in the Cameronians and then
Royal Scots and it was while he was in the army that he was ordained as an elder in the Church of
Scotland.
He and Caroline celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 2020 and it was a marriage in which
they shared their gifts and passions. While living in Cupar, Athole became aware of the plan to
establish a second “Timothy’s” restaurant in Perth – Caroline would be in charge of the cooking while
Athole would use his natural personality to welcome and entertain and establish the restaurant within
the Perth community.
In moving to Perth they joined Perth North and Athole was invited to join the session. However, he
would speak openly of how it was a visit to Dundee to hear an evangelist that his faith took on a new
vibrancy. Along with Caroline they hosted the very first housegroup that was set up within the North
church and while patterns of house groups and locations have changed, Athole and Caroline remained
committed to meeting with others to study God’s word.
This love of God’s word was reflected in his daily devotions and this love of reading and discussing
the Word was evident in conversation with his sons and latterly a weekly phone call with Colin
Caskie. Athole’s reading was not limited to the Bible for he would read widely.
As an elder Athole took seriously his pastoral role and like many was disappointed when the elder
district model was stopped. His service to the church went beyond his local congregation and for
many years he served on the committees and court of Perth Presbytery. He was remembered by
colleagues as a faithful and loyal attender who took an interest in the life and witness of the church.
He was a loving and faithful husband and a proud father of Philip and James. With Philip’s marriage
to Raikhan and subsequent birth of his grandson Atholl, he enjoyed the opportunity to be a
grandfather. He was also delighted when James met and married Lorraine.
Because of the COVID restrictions we were limited to how many people could be at the service but
we rejoiced in the fact that God could meet with the family who watched the service via a live stream.
We send our love and prayers to Caroline, Philip, Raikhan and Atholl, and to James and Lorraine. We
also remember Athole’s sisters Anne and Diana
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Appreciation
At the Kirk session meeting on the 16th March, Brian Swan completed his period of service
as Session Clerk and Sandra McDiarmid and Robin Watt were sworn in as joint Session
Clerks. The whole church is indebted to the service given by Brian who was invited to serve
as Session Clerk in 2014. Over these last 6 and a half years Brian fulfilled his duties in a
diligent and effective manner.
I was delighted when Brian agreed to extend by a year his period of service as he was
invaluable in helping me to settle into being minster at Perth North- there was a lot to grasp
(still not sure I have understood everything). We were then faced with the challenges
brought about by COVID and the absence of a secretary. Along with Shauna, Brian took
responsibility for a number of secretarial tasks which allowed the church to carry on its
ministry and mission. We also had to navigate the sudden death of Alec Boyd and the
subsequent redistribution of tasks.
Brian brought his organisational skills to the role and has used his gift of administration to
help the Session and the congregation with many different aspects of our corporate life. Yet
he has been more than an administrator; always regular at public worship and at the prayer
meetings, he has been a source of personal encouragement. Our weekly meetings would
always include a time of prayer and that pastoral side of the session clerk is never to be
underestimated.
The Session is confident in the skills and gifts that Sandra and Robin will bring and as the
church at so many levels faces new opportunities to do things, so that will be reflected in
the way the Kirk Session operates.
One hesitates to wish Brian a ‘happy retirement’ for we know that with his energy and
commitment to the cause of the gospel he will continue to serve.
We thank God for Brian’s time of service and we would also want to record our
appreciation for the support that Anne has given to him. As with so many aspects of the
lockdown and restrictions, we would hope that when the time is right we can publicly thank
Brian but for now we say as fellow elders “thank you for all that you have given of yourself
and God bless”.

Thank You
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Easter has always been a special time for me - from hearing the Easter story as a child, to
our own family Easter times and to teaching the Easter story and trying to make it relevant
for today's' children. Easter is the crux of our Christian faith: Christmas is joyous and
happy but Easter with all the various parts of the story really is the main celebration of our
faith.
In 2013, we were invited to join a pilgrimage trip to the Holy Land with a friend's church in
Dundee. I had always said that visiting these special places would destroy the pictures I
had in my mind - it would all be too commercialised! We went and I can truly say that it
was one of the most meaningful times of my whole life and it strengthened and deepened
my faith immensely.
Yes, it was busy, yes it was a bit commercialised and there was "tourist tat" around in
various places but we found areas of quietness to sit and read God's word and pray in all
these special places. In some cases, although it might not have been the exact place, we
were in the vicinity and on hallowed ground. To be in the peace of the Garden of
Gethsemane was memorable; to walk down the Via Dolorosa, busy and bustling as it
would have been in Jesus' time; to see what they think might be Golgotha, the place of the
skull, Calvary and then to be in the garden and go into the tomb, really left a tremendous
impression on me. So, this Easter, when we read and hear again the story of Jesus'
sacrifice for us, I will again be in these places, thinking, remembering, worshipping and
praising God. Janice Taylor
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The Open Door Café
Thank You
“Perth Church Aids Romanian Orphans” – That was the headline for an article in the
Courier back in 1994 when the North Church halls were open to receive donations in
aid of a Romanian Orphanage. The congregation was supporting Jean and Iain
Maclean’s daughter Susan in her work with the Scottish European Aid charity in
Moldavia. Teas, Coffees and Lunches were served, and before long, the catering on
offer that day developed into what became known as the Open Door café, with its
“doors open” from 2 – 4pm Monday to Friday, 50 weeks of the year.
That fundraising has continued for over 25 years raising the magnificent sum of over
£140,000 with some £84,000 going to outside charities.
While the fundraising is commendable, we recognise the primary role that the Open
Door has played in providing a meeting place for fellowship, and a place where many
friendships have developed not least between those serving and those being served.
Often there would be opportunity to find a listening ear to share a problem with
someone who cared. The Open Door has indeed been “open” to all, and so many have
relied on it as a place to meet with others throughout the year.
The Pandemic restrictions last March meant that the Open Door, along with so many
other Mill Street Activities had to close, and after much thought and prayer, a
decision has been made that the time is right to close for good.
The Open Door has relied on large number of volunteers over this period, some for a
few years, and some with an involvement that goes back to the earliest years of the
café. If you have been involved at any time, whether by waiting tables, by providing
baking, or sorting the money, then we say thank you for your service to the
community, to Perth North and to God.
We look forward to an opportunity to recognise the work of Open Door at a worship
service once the restrictions are lifted.

Thank you!
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News from the Kirk Session
Kirk Session Meetings - We have been continuing to meet monthly using the Zoom video
conference facility, which I am sure many of you will be familiar with – of course it is not the same
as meeting in person, but I am amazed at how quickly it has become the “norm”. We continue to
have full agendas reflecting the continuity of the life of the congregation despite the suspension of
“in person” worship services. As I write this at the end of February, our next meeting is planned
for 16th March. I have noted below, some information on what was reported at our last 2
meetings.
Trustees Annual Reports and the Annual Stated Meeting - The February meeting is when we
review and approve the Trustees Annual Report and Accounts which we are required to prepare as
a Scottish Registered Charity. Our Treasurer reported an exceptional surplus in the Revenue
Account as a result of sustained congregational giving for which we give thanks, combined with
reduced costs in areas of heat and light, and of salaries for staff who were furloughed for part of
the year. We would normally make the report available on our website and offer print copies in
advance of our Annual Stated Meeting (ASM) in March. Last year’s ASM was cancelled because of
lockdown, and this year’s has been put back towards the end of June, however we are unsure
whether it will be able to be held in the usual way. By the time you read this, the full Report, and a
shorter “Extract of Activities” will be available on the website, and we would encourage you to
access it if you are able. It contains a full record of how we responded to the Pandemic
throughout 2020, with many new initiatives replacing those which had to stop because of the
restrictions. If you would like a print copy of the extract, please contact the Office.
Parish Community Development Workers - As Kenny has intimated, Grant Maclaughlan has given
notice that he will leave the post of Community Worker in June, and the generous notice period
has allowed us to move forward with advertising for a replacement. That process is now
underway and the plan is to have a new worker in place with some weeks of overlap for handover.
Rob Pettifer’s position as Assistant has been extended to the end of 2021.
Kirk Session Group Conveners - Shonagh Mahon has stepped down as Convener of the City Centre
Group and has been replaced by Sally Bonnar. Michael Norval has stepped down as Convener of
the Fabric Group, and Frank Will is covering for the vacancy meantime. Our thanks to both
Shonagh and Michael for their leading over a number of years.
New Cameras - We agreed to the purchase of 2 new cameras for use when broadcasting worship
services from the sanctuary.
Bertha Park – As you will be aware, Anne Stott is employed as an Ordained Local Minister in the
new housing area of Bertha Park. The exciting development there is that the national church has
committed to purchasing a shop unit so that the Church of Scotland has a physical presence in that
community. An architect is being appointed to deliver the fitting out of the space, and Presbytery
has invited all local churches to be involved by contributing to the cost of the furniture and fittings.
It was pleasing to have been able to contribute £4,000 from Perth North’s funds to support that
work.
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Dialogue with City Centre Churches - While we continue to liaise with our Presbytery Network
Partner churches in North Perth (our Parish neighbours of Letham St Marks and Riverside/ Bertha
Park), we have been invited to meet with representatives of our neighbour Church of Scotland
congregations in the centre of Perth. This will include St Matthews, St Johns, St Leonards in the
Fields, Craigie & Moncreiffe and Kinnoull. A first meeting is planned for early March and we hope
to be able to report back soon on what develops from that new initiative. On the Agenda will be
the huge challenge facing the Church of Scotland nationally and locally, in recognising the
inevitable significant reduction in the number of Ministers over the next few years.
New Session Clerks – Finally, this will be my last report as I stand down as Clerk and by the time
you read this Sandra MacDiarmid and Robin Watt will have taken over. In expressing my thanks to
so many in the congregation for your support over the years, I pray God’s blessing on Sandra and
Robin as they take on the role.
Brian Swan
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Perth North Tuesday Friends

As I write this, it's at the start of lent, Shrove Tuesday. I'm reminded of past Pancake
Tuesdays when we have come together in the hall. We have had talks on Pancake
Tuesday customs, we've had quizzes and probably the most memorable was when Anne
Rodgie came along and made Pancakes for us as she told us some fascinating facts. The
smell and then the taste of these freshly made Pancakes was just mouth-watering.
Sadly, no Pancake day meeting for us this year or Easter Afternoon tea to end the session,
but we have a strong Fellowship which has seen us through this last year. We have
maintained our contact through Easter cards, Birthday cards, holiday postcards,
Christmas cards and cheery phone calls. Now that the vaccine is rolling out, perhaps the
time is coming when once again we'll meet up in the hall for Friendship, Fellowship and
Fun together.
Till then, stay safe, warm and take care. Wishing you all a very Happy Easter!
Kathleen and Maureen.
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Easter in Hong Kong
An excerpt from an article in the “Monthly Record” May 1993. Evelyn Coulter.

Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son. This year I sang these words many thousands of
miles from home – in the Battalion Church of the Black Watch in Hong Kong. It was Easter
Sunday and my thoughts were very much back home in the North Church where I suspected
you would be singing the same hymn seven hours later – because of the time difference. The
emotion I felt was very humbling, to think that at the other side of the world, we were
celebrating Easter in the same way, at very similar services.
On Easter Sunday while walking through a crowded street – not uncommon in Hong Kong –
we spied a very long queue. At the front, a notice read – “Church full – queue here for next
Mass”!
I could write a book on the experiences which Hamish and I shared during our holiday in Hong
Kong and perhaps another on our day in China! We saw so much in such a different culture.
As well as sight-seeing we were able to visit our son, a bandsman in the Black Watch, and I’ll
always be grateful for the wonderful opportunity this gave us to visit Hong Kong.
Brian trained to be a music teacher after leaving the Army and is now a teacher-trainer in
Dubai where he stays with his family. Another good holiday destination.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
An Easter experience submitted by Ann Graham
A few years ago, Roy and I had a spring break in the south of France. On Palm Sunday we
were in Monaco – Easter Mass was celebrated in the Roman Catholic Cathedral. Following
the service, the clergy and congregation processed to the grand square in front of the Royal
Palace, many were waving palm branches which were blessed and strewn on the ground
where they remained.
Returning to London to spend Easter with our daughter, we attended Easter service in her
local Church – Southwark Episcopal Cathedral. The Cathedral held 600 and it was standing
room only with a congregation of all creeds and colour – the hymns and anthems were sung
with great gusto and the atmosphere was electric – Christ had truly risen!
This year will be somewhat different – 2 of us celebrating round a laptop – but will the
message be any different?
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EASTER REFLECTIONS by Colin Caskie
The year was 1978 and it was my first Easter as a parish minister at Penilee in Glasgow. On Easter
Day, and keen to preach the Easter message to the best of my ability, I spoke on part of 1 Corinthians
chapter 15 verse 13, where the Apostle Paul asks, “…. if there is no resurrection of the dead then
not even Christ has been raised….and if Christ has not been raised…..”.
During the week following I was shocked to learn that at least one person in the congregation, did
not hear the all-important qualifying word. ‘If’, and simply heard me saying from the pulpit, “there
is no resurrection” and, “Christ has not been raised”.
It is an understatement to say that I was appalled that I had conveyed such an impression even to
one person. What that experience taught me all these years ago, was the importance of using the
correct words in the correct way to ensure the correct meaning is conveyed, and that there is no
room for misunderstanding among those who hear.
Fast forward to the year 2002, my first Easter as minister at Rhu and Shandon on the Gareloch. The
tradition there was for a dawn Communion in the church yard. The combination of naval personnel
consulting Time and Tide tables plus the change of the clock meant that in effect we began the
service somewhere about 4.45 am, i.e., very early! In the quietness of that early hour, as the dawn
came forth among the crocuses in the church yard and as we reflected on the wonder of that first
Easter morning, so long ago, I felt a real and tangible sense of the presence of the Risen Christ in our
midst.
In that Easter dawn in Rhu church yard I kept being reminded that in the midst of death there is life,
and the promise of Jesus again was reaffirmed for every believer, “Because I live, you shall live also”.
(John 14:19).
May we echo the truth of that wonderful promise in our own hearts this Easter.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to The North Church Family
for their support and kindness since Athole died in January. The letters, cards, messages and
phone calls have been a great comfort to me, James, Lorraine, Philip and Raikhan. We are
grateful to be part of such a caring community. As we carry the heavy knapsack of sorrow
(Charles Spurgeon’s words, not mine) we especially appreciate the many who have been
praying for us and have been acutely aware of God’s on-going presence and guidance during
this time, as well as “the peace that passeth all understanding”.
With many thanks to you all.
May God bless you at Easter.
Caroline Laing
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Easter in Hungary by Marjorie Cowie
At Easter 1993 I was invited by a Scottish friend who was teaching English in an FE college in Hungary

to visit her there. We spent a day or two sight- seeing in Budapest and then went by train to Miskolc
in NE Hungary to stay with the family of Kati, a Hungarian friend of Morag for the Easter weekend.
The family belonged to the Greek Catholic Church, which was a new one to me in the myriad of
denominations in the Christian church. Apparently, this church, which is spread throughout various
countries of Eastern Europe recognises the Pope in Rome as its head. However as to liturgy and
practice it follows the Orthodox Christian ways of worship akin to the Russian and Greek Orthodox
churches. Like them it also allows many of its clergy to be married and to have families.
On the Saturday evening, as we tried to get to sleep in our new surroundings, we were aware of
church bells ringing loudly as midnight came. It is their practice to welcome in Easter Day then with
a procession round the outside of the church and then a service inside. The Orthodox churches in
general are big on Easter (more so than Christmas) and see it as the most important celebration of
the year. Are they not right there? They greet one another by saying “Christ is risen” and the reply:
“He is risen indeed.”
On Easter morning we went with Kati and her family to a service and she did a sterling job of
explaining to us the gist of what was going on. It was different, of course, from our style of worship,
but there was a definite sense of real worship by those who attended. I have visited a few Orthodox
churches and am struck by how through their architecture and ritual one thing they do convey,
better than we do in our more plain services, is an awareness of the majesty, mystery and otherness
of God and Jesus. (Although undoubtedly, to my way of thinking, there are other aspects of Christian
truth that we do better.) After the service the families gathered outside with baskets of their Easterday food, and the priest, in a very avuncular fashion, came round to bless each basket. He also urged
them all to stick to their faith! In Hungary they also love Easter eggs as a symbol of the new life that
the Resurrection brings. Nothing chocolate about them, however, but proper eggshells beautifully
decorated. I still have one that I was given.
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Blythswood Care 2020 Shoebox Appeal
Blythswood Care would like to thank everybody that supported the 2020 Shoebox Appeal
organised locally by the Baptist Church with 2023 gift filled boxes going from Perth. These
boxes were added into the UK numbers, which has allowed 75,000 gift filled boxes to be
distributed in eight countries from the Danube to the Black Sea, helping to bring practical
aid and personal encouragement to some of the poorest people in Europe. Taking into account
all of the problems with the Covid-19 pandemic it is good to report such a positive result with
every box containing literature helping the person receiving the box to learn about our Lord,
Jesus Christ.
Jacqi Brown would also like to thank members that gave donations for jam and home baking
before lockdown started last March and after restrictions were reduced, which allowed Jacqi
to send £225 towards helping Blythswood provide clean water.
***************************************************************************************

SCRIPTURE UNION SCOTLAND
Despite the uncertainties of the past year, Scripture Union staff
and volunteers have remained committed to their aim of bringing the
Gospel to the children and young people of Scotland. They have
used their imagination and creativity to do so through online
activities and resources, support for schools, and in the Centres.
Many resources have been made available on the SU website, including training for senior
school pupils, trainee leaders and adult volunteers. One upcoming event is ‘Encounter’, an
online prayer event for primary and secondary school pupils, planned and led by young people.
A new resource for use with young people is ‘God’s Got This’, which is available to download.
This is designed to help them to understand that in a global pandemic or whatever trials we
face, we can trust that indeed ‘God’s Got This’.
Although the usual activities of the Centres have been curtailed, they have been able to
offer Schools Activity Days, family days and day camps and the staff are looking forward to
expanding the range of activities in the coming months.
Please give thanks for the dedication of SU staff and pray for them as they continue to face
uncertain times.
See www.suscotland.org.uk for details.
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CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY – CAP
The North Church, together with 6 other churches in Perth have been sponsoring Christians
Against Poverty (CAP), and we are in our second year.
After a troublesome first year hampered by limited resources, in November 2019 resources had
been put in place and the Centre was almost at full working capacity when Covid hit.
The way CAP works is face to face meetings with clients, often in their own homes, but with
restrictions that was not possible.
However, like many organisations CAP learned to adapt and worked with the Financial Conduct
Authority to develop an online service that was fully compliant.
CAP changed the debt counselling service to offer a telephone-based debt help service to help and
support clients through the process.
Practical support too was given, similar to what many other organisations were offering by
arranging emergency shopping and continuing to help clients with paperwork.
The Perth Centre had 6 clients in the first year to August 2020, and 1 client became debt free.
Since August, they have had 4 new clients, the first of whom is nearing debt free status. Practical
help too was given to another client by way of furniture donated by Gleneagles Hotel and new
cooking equipment. They had been living in an unfurnished flat with no cooker, fridge, kettle, and
chair for almost a year.
Funding from the Scottish Government has enabled the fixed term appointment of a person to
raise awareness of CAP services who is now in post.
There are many other news items and anecdotes, but space does not allow me to report all of
these.
If you would like further information, please contact me on 07792395726
1st March 2021

Rankin McKee

********************************************************************************

We heard from one church member whose children received a new piece of
clothing as well as a chocolate Easter egg from their granny each Easter. The
granny said that the new piece of clothing was to remind them of the ‘new life’
in Christ. A lovely tradition for the next generation to carry on.
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The Power of the Cross

EASTER! The short, sharp word
Pierces the heart of the fearful
Who dare not look at the empty
Tomb, recalling the agony, the death
On a Cross, slow, painful, watched.

Is this the end of a life; promising
Hope, Freedom, Liberation, Glory?
It took a long time to learn that
The Cross, signpost to North, East
South and West, is God’s embrace.

Calling us, through Christ, to see it
As the Gateway to discipleship and
Freedom; filling us with the power
To re-create our Eden – the Cross
Our Bridge and Gateway to our Home.
A. Mary Lindsay
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THE MOOSIE’S PRAYER
(sent in by Katie Dalgleish)

A puir wee kirk moose a’ forlorn, Its furry coat fair sairly worn,
Sank doon upon its bony knees and prayed for just a wee bit cheese.

The tears ran doon its wee thin cheeks, but nane could hear the saddest squeaks,
That drifted oan the cauld nicht air, till whiles it couldnae pray nae mair.

Syne daylight cam, the kirk bells rang, the doors swung open wi’ a bang,
Communion day had come oan by, wi’ wine and plates o’ breid held high.

The wee moose lay as still as daith and watched it a’ wi bated braith,
Then thocht – if I keep awfu’ quate, a bit micht jist fa’ aff a plate.

And so it gazed as roond they went, then jist as tho twas heaven sent
Whit landed richt upon its heid bit twa lumps o’ communion breid.

The staff o’ life lay oan the flair – then, bounteous answer to his prayer
Jist as he thocht, ‘It looks fell dry’, ae body couped some wine forbye.

Wee moosie stoated up the aisle, wearin sic a boozy smile,
The folk stopped singin’, fair aghast, tae see a drunken moose walk past.

The organist fell aff his chair, the meenister could only stare
Tae see the drunken, sinfu’ moose, cavortin’ in his sacred hoose.

At last it staggered up the nave, then turned and gied a happy wave,
“I ken noo when it’s time to pray, I’ll do it oan communion day”!
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Church Register

New Members:
The following became members by resolution of the Kirk Session:
Mr Rob Pettifer
Mrs Elaine Pettifer

Deaths:

The following members have passed away:

Mrs Isobel Mackie
Mr Athole Laing
Mr Ron Currie
Mr David Langlands

There were 760 members on our Church Register at 1st January 2021
There were 756 members at 22nd February.

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord”

Roll Keeper: Michael Benneworth. Please contact via RollKeeper@PerthNorthChurch.org.uk or via
the Church Office.

Walking Club News from Martin Knight
For the moment as you will understand, walking in Groups is not permitted.
Members should know that our donation to Riding for the Disabled has been
paid and acknowledged. The postponed AGM will hopefully be rescheduled for
later this year. We remain hopeful too that we can resume our walks at some
point later this year. In the meantime - keep up your walking!
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Minister:





Rev. Kenneth Stott
E-mail: kstott@churchofscotland.org.uk

Tel: 625728

Ministry Assistant (Pastoral Care):
Rev. J Colin Caskie
E-mail: jcolincaskie@gmail.com

Tel: 445543

Parish Community Development Worker:
Rev. Grant Maclaughlan
E-mail: grantmac.tullochnet@gmail.com

Tel: 07790 518 041

Joint Session Clerks:

Robin Watt
E-mail: robinwatt18@gmail.com
Sandra MacDiarmid
E-mail: sandramacdiarmid1@gmail.com

Tel: 643560
Tel: 314031

Treasurer:

David King
E-mail: davidjking1@hotmail.com

Tel: 620977

Safeguarding Co-ordinator:

Liz Hood
E-mail: liz.hood@blueyonder.co.uk

Tel: 627771

North News Editor

Carol Kynaston
E-mail: cakynaston@gmail.com

Tel: 636547
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The North Church wishes everyone a Happy Easter!

Happy Easter
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